Central Pennsylvania Repeater Association Inc.

W3ND May 2009

NOTICE: the next general meeting will be at 7:00 PM Monday May 18th at the Dauphin County EOC, 911 Gibson Drive in Steelton, PA.  This is a combined meeting with the Harrisburg Radio Amateur Club for an orientation by NOAA on the Skywarn system.  We will not have a meeting in May on the third Thursday.
A message from our president: From WA3CPO, Gary Blacksmith, MD 
Our last General Meeting was held April 8th at the Colonial Country Club, as a combined meeting with the Harrisburg Radio Amateur Club. Our special speaker was Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH.  Since leaving the FCC Amateur Enforcement Bureau he has adjusted well to retirement and gave a very interesting presentation; he also spoke highly of his replacement, Laura Smith, who will be the guest speaker at our September meeting.

Hyperlink to an ARRL article on Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH and his retirement:
http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2008/07/03/10198 
See the “Boiler Plate” section below for the results of the April elections!

CPRA Repeater upgrade progress:

           145.47 excellent coverage, the ARCOM RC-810 controller has been removed & is being Bench tested. 
           444.45 functions well, future antenna change to upper West UHF Collinear

           10.369 Beacon driver failure, sent back to factory

           145.29  IRLP operational, coverage excellent internet installed, 1500/1500

           3480 ATV 7/8” coax installed, 10 GHz link needs video adjustment.                      NASA dish needs to be relocated, camera not installed. Xmtr in Beacon mode as needed

         
6 meter  antennas need installed on roof: rec & uhf xmtr

           144.97 Packet out of service. APRS will stay at Reeser’s Summit.

Tower Antenna Progress - Six antennas on the WITF Standby Tower:

1. 4-Bay VHF high on East side, Operational

7/8” Commscope continuous run
2. 4-Bay VHF Mid on East side, Operational.  New ½” Andrew with 50’ extension

3. Collinear UHF Mid on West side, Operational.  1-5/8” Andrew continuous

4.  ATV 3.4 GHz collinear, Operational.  7/8” Andrew, spliced

5. 4-Bay VHF high on West side.  Needs splice 7/8” to 1-5/8”

6. Collinear UHF high on West side.  Needs splice 7/8” to 1-5/8”

K & C has started to complete coax installation of VHF & UHF antennas

high on the West side.  This mount has failed and will be replaced

Terry Phillips, KA3AAA, will be inspecting the rubber roof as needed.  The building is being sealed further to keep the Stink Bug invasion controlled.

Paul Coleman, KB3NFZ will be adding a strut on the West side of the Building for a satellite antenna.

Rooftop Antennas:

1. 10 GHz Beacon, sent out for repair

2. 10.4 GHz receive dish from White Rock, Operational

3. NASA receive dish from Dish Network TB relocated

4. UHF omni for control receiver, Operational

5. 5 Ghz dish to PEMA

6. 5 GHz dish to Reeser’s Summit

Generator Status: None
Dauphin County has been approached about a 5 KW propane generator that will be taken out of service. Our demand is less than 1000 watts. A separate room is available for this purpose.

PEMA & RACES:

145.11 & 448.075 repeaters at Ellendale, Operational

147.075 PEMA/EOC repeater now operational at Ellendale

PEMA has agreed to host the wireless internet antenna. That gives us access to a donated source for the internet.  We tried to receive it from the top of our new shelter but could not.  Obstructions prevented us from receiving the signal from near TV-27s tower.  PEMA now has an alternate access to the internet.  
They also gave permission to install a 5.8 GHz Ethernet bridge from PEMA to our shelter on Blue Mountain.  This 48 Mbps connection allows the internet to be relayed up to the mountain.  It also serves as a data connection from PEMA to an expanded eight county network.

The IRLP is connected to a second donated ISP that is hard wired to our shelter on Blue Mountain.

The old Motorola Micor UHF repeater has been relocated after testing and refurbishment to Lam’s Gap. The SMRA UHF repeater failed and replacing it was not justified based on the usage.  An antenna, coax, and duplexer are still on site.  The Lam’s Gap UHF repeater will be tied full time, once equipment is available, to the 444.45 MHz repeater at Blue Mountain.  That would give portable coverage on the East and West Shore.  The plan is to add a third UHF repeater at Reeser’s Summit and tie that full time into the other two repeaters.  That would add portable coverage to South Harrisburg, TMI, and MDT.  The Eight County exercise Wide Vigilance II demonstrated the lack of portable coverage at TMI and MDT.
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High winds caused damage to the support for the West side upper antennas.  The mount rotated in toward the tower. The above photo is not a current view.  The support to the 4-bay antenna in the lower right of the picture is just fine. We need a new mount.

The high speed data link from CPRA, Inc. is under construction.  Likely links include: PEMA, Cornwall, Reeser’s Summit.   Cornwall could then build a link to the Lebanon Co RACES room and to Lancaster Co Emergency Management and the Task Force HQ (MACC) at the Lancaster Training Facility.  
The link at Reeser’s Summit can be connected to the W3HZU club house and Cumberland County.  From W3HZU the York Co RACES room and the Adams Co RACES room can be added to the network. The links are rather inexpensive and are being funded by amateurs in each county.  The initial link from PEMA to the CPRA location on Blue Mountain and Blue Mountain to Reeser’s Summit  is installed and works well.  
The throughput from PEMA to Reeser’s Summit is excellent.  We put 1000/1000 in at PEMA and were able to get 1000/1000 out at Reeser’s Summit.  Chris Bunting has delivered the server to be placed at Blue Mountain that contains an email server, web server, VoIP server, and a FTP server.  Financial support from the membership has made it possible to add a sector antenna ($150) and a one watt transmitter ($100) at Blue Mountain to provide wide area coverage to Dauphin County.  This would include the Dauphin Co EOC, all the hospitals, and interested amateurs. Other organizations that are possibly interested include the Red Cross and the Salvation Army. Other uses include transporting audio between repeaters and transporting video between ATV repeaters with NTSC to IP converters. 

SKYWARN:

The next CPRA meeting will be held Monday, May 18 at 7:00 PM at the Dauphin County EOC, 911 Gibson Drive, in Steelton.  The speaker will be David Ondrejik, Warning Coordination Meteorolgist, from NOAA based in State College.  His topic for the evening will be based on the Skywarn system.  
Copy of Related Email:
From: David Ondrejik [mailto:David.Ondrejik@noaa.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, May 05, 2009 8:39 AM
To: jstepansky@riteaid.com
Subject:Dauphin county Skywarn 

Joe,

That sounds great.  I have the evening reserved.  Do you mind if there are a few people from outside the amateur radio community that attend? I have a few people in the Harrisburg area (only 2-4 people) that were going to drive to Lancaster or York for the talks there later in the month.  But if they can attend the talk for your group, it will save them some gas money.  I didn't think you would mind as you might get a
few more interested in amateur radio.  Also, WHP-CBS 21 from Harrisburg is always eager to attend any talks I have in the Harrisburg area. Tom Russell likes to attend and sometime brings a camera crew that might get your some exposure if you don't mind.  I also noticed that your e-mail address has you working with Rite Aid and I know that WHP has a program where they work with the Rite Aid corporation.  So it seems like a logical fit.

Unless you have a major objection (or Dauphin CO EMA) to them attending,
I would like to invite them.  Tom may only be able to show up on his personal time but you never know what can come of it. 

There is another program that I would like to talk to you about that is sponsored by the NWS and PEMA called StormReady.  See:

 
http://www.erh.noaa.gov/ctp/safety/stormready/   for our local page and:
http://www.stormready.noaa.gov/  for the National Page.

I think Rite Aid could be a good candidate to become a StormReady Business
(although we would be looking to do more than just one store...more like a "district" or "area" depending upon the number of stores.  There are different levels of StormReady and one level may even be able to support your Amateur Radio club.  That would be the StormReady Supporter Program.  This would take minimal effort and could get you some national exposure.  Anyway, these are a couple things we can discuss at the course or before.  If you want to call me, please don't hesitate at
(814-231-2423).

Dave
This will be a joint meeting with the HRAC.  We will not have a meeting in May on the third Thursday.

Future Meeting Plans:

We may hold up to four joint meetings a year at the Dauphin County EOC.  A limited, short business meeting is needed after the presentation.  Many members are interested in holding this meeting at a local restaurant immediately after the conclusion of the program.  Your recommendations are needed as to the best location.  We will announce the location at the meeting.

PEMA Headquarters has requested a greater involvement of CPRA with the Weather Exercises that are held in the Spring and Fall.  PEMA has invited us to meet at their headquarters the month prior to those exercises.  They also would like us to be more involved with their nuclear power plant exercises that are held two or three times a year.  That means we are invited to have our meetings at PEMA Headquarters roughly four times a year. Our involvement in these exercises may be limited due to the number of active members.  It also would be helpful to hold joint meetings with the HRAC to increase the number of volunteers for these efforts and to promote communication with PEMA officials and between the two clubs.

KEYSTONE VHF CLUB:  From Dick Goodman, WA3USG  
Keystone VHF Club - Field day

Greetings Gang,


The Hilltop Transmitting Society and the Keystone VHF Club are getting
together this year to jointly sponsor & organize Field day. 

Last year, the Hilltoppers took the lead in organizing the event, this year, it's our turn.

Field Day this year is a 24 hour period starting Saturday, June 27th at 2 PM
and running through Sunday afternoon to 2 PM. Basically, the goal is to set
up  operating positions using off grid non commercial power with portable
antennas and to work as many stations as possible in the 24 hour period.


This year we will be operating from a little church park near Felton, Pa.
It is located about 6 miles below Red Lion and about 2 miles off of Route
74. There is plenty of parking and the setting is rural. There is a pavilion
where we can set up several stations. If the weather is good, the sides may
be opened and we can operate in a great outdoor setting. If the weather
turns out not to be optimum, the sides can be closed and we will stay warm &
dry. There are kitchen/cooking facilities, running water, and several
refrigerators that we may use.


As well as participating in the Field Day contest itself, we would like
to make this a social event. There is a fire ring outside where we can build
a campfire Saturday evening. We would welcome your company at this event.
Please come and operate for an hour or throughout the entire 24 hours. If
you have a tent or an RV, join us for 24 hours out in the great outdoors.
The Keystone Club will be providing Hot Dogs & Burgers...it is requested
that you bring a covered dish to share. There are also eatery's nearby.


If you intend to operate in the contest itself, please let me know what
bands you would like to operate on so we can start to develop a schedule.
Additionally, if you would like to bring equipment such as Transceivers,
Antennas, Generators, batteries, etc to set up a station, let me know. There
is plenty of room in the pavilion to set up several operating positions.
Alternately, you may set up a station anywhere on the park property. If you
don't want to bring equipment, you can take a shift at one of the stations
that the clubs will be setting up. You are welcome to bring your family.
Please let me know how many will be coming you we can make the appropriate
plans.


As we progress in planning this event, I'll keep everyone informed via
E-Mail. We will also give status reports on the Monday night net. We hope to
have a great turnout this year!

73,


Dick Goodman, WA3USG
and the Hilltop/KVHFC Field Day Committee
GENERAL ARES & RACES INFO:  From Your Editor, Roger, W3HUP 
PEMA NETS AND FREQUENCIES:

Central Area meets on   3993.5 kHz every Sunday at 8:30 AM Local

Eastern Area meets on  3987.5 kHz every Sunday morning at 9:00 AM Local

Western Area meets on 3990.5 every Sunday morning at 9:00 AM Local
Our PA State Net meets the FIRST SUNDAY of every month on 3993.5 kHz at 

8:00 AM Local.  This net is usually called by John Kruk, K3KR, Lock Haven; at which time he calls Eastern, Central and Western Area Stations in that order.

The New York State net usually meets on 3993.5 kHz at 9:00 AM right after our Central Area net.....
Central Area PEMA frequencies are:

                    3993.5 kHz  -  Primary

                    3984.5 kHz  -  Alternate

                    3999.5 kHz  -  Alternate  

                    7248.5 kHz  -  Alternate

                    7250.5 kHz  -  Alternate
ON-LINE Operator Training Course Availability:

You should take both the FEMA and ARRL training courses.  Follow the link below to get to the FEMA training web site for all the FEMA stuff you might be interested in…PEMA also offers many of the same courses.  The Emergency Management Institute (EMI) offers a broad range of NIMS related training.  
Hyperlink to FEMA training resources: www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/crslist.asp 

The NIMS (National Incident Management System) courses show how emergency management is organized and how volunteers such as us fit in to the process.  Recommended training includes the ICS 100 and 700 certification courses which can be completed in a day or two each on-line at your own pace. They are needed for both ARES and RACES operators; we are all one pool of operators. 
The Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Course Levels 1 and 2, available from the ARRL, cover Amateur Radio emergency operating procedures.  While you don’t have to get all this stuff at once, you should be working on it now so you will have later when you need it. And…listen to how the nets operate!  Then join in…good practice.

PINNACLE HEALTH SYSTEM ID CARDS: 
Repeat announcement: Here is your opportunity to help out with emergency  communications during the time of need. All the hospitals now have amateur radio equipment installed in them.  
Most hospitals will need operators as well.  If you want to help out at Pinnacle Health System, you will need one of their ID cards to access their ham radio equipment. If you are interested please contact Ms. Patte Shambaugh at 717-782-3347 to make an appointment for your ID Card.  Photos can be taken daily from 7:30 until 4:00. Pinnacle Health will have you fill out some paperwork for the hospital system.  If you get an ID card for Pinnacle, please let your VP, Terry Phillips, KA3AAA, know so he can put you down as an operator for the hospitals in the Harrisburg area.  But don’t forget the need for ARES and RACES operator training as discussed above

ATV Report:  From WA3CPO, Gary Blacksmith, MD
The White Rock ATV repeater has been functioning well.  Currently the Space Shuttle video can be seen on 3480 MHz.  The ATV repeater at Blue Mountain is being placed on demand to limit electrical consumption. The Monroe telephone control system can activate the repeater and deactivate it as needed.  The York ATV repeater is waiting for the installation of an antenna.

The new data network may provide video transport between ATV transmitter sites. This is easier and cheaper than a dedicated microwave system.  The analog video is converted to digital video and then multicast to the other ATV sites. Anyone on the network with Internet Explorer could view the video.  No special software is needed.  More volunteers are needed.  Contact WA3CPO at wa3cpo@arrl.net for more information.

DIGITAL SQUAWKS: By Chip Kroh, N3FUD
I have often heard it send that packet is dead.  From what I have seen the past two months, this is not the case.

Over the last 12 months, the last of the packet BBS’ have disappeared.  Chris Tobias KD3OA suffered a computer failure, and with the lack of activity, he decided not to replace it.  About the same time, the TUSC:KI3D-1 NetRom node failed.  

This left LAMB:N3TWT-2 (145.05) and PINEGV:AA3RG-1 (145.01) the only NetRom nodes available in south central Pennsylvania, and N3QBI-3 (145.05) as a stand-alone digipeater (KA-Node). Then, about two months ago, LAMB:N3TWT-2 starting showing activity from the south and north.  Nodes from Maryland and West Virginia starting showing up until six to eight nodes are regularly connected together. TUSC:KI3D-1 is back up on the air as well, providing hams with the ability to connect across 145.05 from the western half of south central PA.  But what is out there besides the digipeaters and NetRom nodes?

In Lebanon, Willie WJ3G runs RMS Packet node WJ3G-10 on 145.01 accessible through the PINEGV:AA3RG-1 NetRom node.  

In Wormleysburg, the N3FUD-10 RMS Packet node is available on 145.05 and accessible through the LAMB:N3TWT-2 NetRom node, and the South Central Pennsylvania Counter Terrorism Task Force Amateur Radio Working Group (ARWG) mail system (N3FUD-11) are available on 144.97.  There are some personal BBS mailboxes on the air as well.  These systems provide radio email services to the ham community, though the ARWG system is restricted to members and the organizations the ARWG assists.  The W3ND digipeater on 144.97 is ready to go back onto the air as soon as the antenna is installed on the tower.  Thanks to Kevin Magloughlin KA0JQO, it has a new radio and cabinet.  The DSRI TNC that failed last year has been replaced by a PK-87, and we are looking into recreating the NetRom node through computer software.

In APRS news, the W3ND-2 digipeater has been updated to expand its coverage and to bring it in line with the national standards established by Bob Bruninga WB4APR.  Thanks to Kevin Magloughlin KA0JQO, the digipeater is running 75 watts on a Motorola Syntor X.  WIDE2-2 and PA2-2 has been added, and RELAY and TRACE have been removed.

APPALACHAIN TRAIL: From Bob Bruninga, WB4APR (APRS)
We are trying to round up as much mountaintop expertise from Georgia to
Maine to attempt a packet digipeat all the length of the Appalachain Trial.
The sites on Governor Dick Hill and Camelback in Big Pocono state park
appear to be good locations in the EPA section.  But we need input from local VHF rovers repeater operators and mountaintop operators in your area to test the paths and give us local detail info... Plus help during event day (late July).  For example, we need a list of emitters (preferably 2 meter repeaters) that are on these hills so
we can listen for any 2m signals to help us verify paths maybe without
having to visit the site for each test.  

For packet and for the event, the temproary digipeater station needs be
nothing more than a mobile APRS radio.  These are all drive-up
sites.  But we want to make this a team effort and so we need local
help.  Anyway, can you help us by spreading the word through your section?
 
Here is our web page describing the project:
www.aprs.org/at-golden-packet.html

See the specific links to GD Hill and Camelback etc:


www.aprs.org/hamtrails/GD-hill.html
www.aprs.org/hamtrails/camelback.html

Remember, APRS is not a vehicle tracking system.  It is a two-way
information resource and amateur radio Text messaging system from the front
panel of your HT or mobile APRS radio.


Thanks, Bob Bruninga, WB4APR 
Miscellaneous RAMBLINGS:  By Dave Hoffman, N3PRO

Taking more of the 70 CM band: see link below.

http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/DOC-289482A1.doc

Excerpt 

The Notice seeks comment on the feasibility of allowing up to 20 megahertz of spectrum in the 413-457 MHz band to be used under the Medical Device Radiocommunication Service (MedRadio Service) in Part 95 of the Commission’s rules, and seeks comment on the allocation of four specific segments for this purpose: 413-419 MHz, 426-432 MHz, 438-444 MHz, and 451-457 MHz.  
The Notice also seeks comment on the prospective service and technical rules that would govern MMN operations, such as transmitter power, emission bandwidth, duty cycle, contention protocols, and other operating specifications which generally comport with the framework of the existing MedRadio Service.  
The Notice proposes to limit MMN operations to use only by persons for diagnostic and therapeutic purposes, and only to the extent provided under the direction of authorized health care professionals.

“BOILER PLATE”: From your editor, W3HUP
Officers, Board, and Committee Members

President:


WA3CPO Gary Blacksmith, MD
V. President:

KA3AAA Terry Phillips
Secretary:


N3PRO Dave Hoffman 
Treasurer:


N3PRO Dave Hoffman
Past President:

K3SZX Alan Abt
Trustee for W3ND:

KA3AAA Terry Phillips
Member at large:

KA0JQO Kevin Maglouglin 

Member at large:

N3JQM Neil Shatto
Member at large:

AA3T Nick Rylatt

Alternates:


WA3MMD Bob Kurtinecz 




KB3RRV Mike Brulo





K3DRE Douglas Evans
Web Master:


WB3DRT Lee Schwan

IRLP Committee:

WA3HDP Ken Sutton





WB3CKW Gerard Whisler





WA3MMD Bob Kurtinecz

RACES team:

WB3BKN Terry Snyder, RACES R/O






K3JJK Lee Ash, and N3JQM Neil Shatto

Public Relations:

W3KB Keith Beebe

Recruitment
:

KZ3J Curtis Zell

News Letter Editor:
W3HUP Roger Urban
Facilities with the CPRA club call sign W3ND:  

144.39
APRS node from Reeser’s Summit.

145.11-
Dauphin County RACES repeater, CTCSS 123.0 Hz

145.29- IRLP node 7060 Blue Mtn. IRLP  CTCSS 123.0 Hz

145.47- Med coverage, Blue Mtn, CTCSS 123.0 Hz (Primary HEARS Repeater)
444.45+  
Medium coverage from Blue Mountain CTCSS 123.0 Hz
448.075-
Dauphin County RACES repeater CTCSS 123.0 Hz

53.01-            Rec. on the air to UHF link, XMTR not in service

3480
ATV Repeater Output
Monthly Ham Radio Lunch: at the Old Country Buffet in east Harrisburg the last Thursday of each month at noon unless it is a major holiday.  This restaurant is located on route 22 in Colonial Park in the vicinity of Value City Furniture, K-Mart and Home Depot.  Good way to meet some new people!

Club Web Site:   http://cpra.home.att.net 
Pay it a visit…we have links to various services, general information and the current and back issues of the Newsletter.  
Dues: are $20/yr for a single membership and $35/yr for a family membership, which includes all licensed amateurs living in one household.  
use the revised membership application ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE!

Thanks!   Please make your check payable to:
Central Pennsylvania Repeater Association, Inc.

2130 Cedar Lane,  Enola, PA  17025-3319
DO NOT SEND CASH!
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN CPRA

□ New member    □ Renewal   □ Family   □ Updating Information              

□ Donation ______________     □ Other ______________________ 

Dues are $ 20.00 Individual and $ 35.00 Family.

Total amount enclosed $ ____________
Name:___________________________________   Call(s)_________________

Address: ______________________________  City: ______________________

State: ________  Zip code __________  License class:  ___________________

Email address for newsletters: ________________________________________

Phone: _______________________  
   □ Listed               □ Unlisted

Are you an ARRL member?   □ Yes         □ No     

Are you a member of WITF    □ Yes         □ No


EMERENCY RACES VOLUNTEER INFORMATION

This information will only be used in the event of an emergency.  This information will only be given to the emergency RACES coordinator and will not be distributed for general information in any form!

Work number including extension:  _______________________________

Cell Phone:  _________________________________________________ 

Email address:  ______________________________________________
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